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,for information.

The Prob]em

“Todav s teacher of read1ng cannot afford to ignore the attitudes

of his students since att1tudes often are 1mportan\ in the acquisition

of read1ng sk111s and 1in the cont1nued use of read1ng for 1nformat1on

‘and recreation." (Alexander and FA]]er, 1976, p.19) Not only the

teacher of reading but also any. teacher,'administrator, parent or

guard1an is -or- shou]d be concerned about student attitude toward reading.

- A student who fee]s that "read1ng is dull,"” "read1ng is someth1ng I can

do without," or "there js nothing to be gained from read1ng books is a

student who will not ‘read for'p1easure, perhaps w111 not read even o

A h1gh school boy once wro on a duéstionnaire “I love to read
( .

e
but I hate 11terature. What 5'%ogent'comment' - How many students enjoy

" sprawling on the floor or a bed reading a book which they have chosen

" to read but resist read1ng a book| that has been ass1gned for class

or book report7

Uork1ng with students who ‘have already discovered the pleasures

,iof reading is not so d1ff1cu1t as try1ng to "sell" read1ng and its

p]easures to those students who "hate literature' --who hate- the

d1agnost1c or work approach or attitude. '"Chi1dren haVe been taught :
to th1nk of read1nq as an oral act1v1ty which involves the pronun-
ciation of words by carefu]]y looking at each letter."” |

(Tovey, 1976,~p.540)



Background L1terature

"It 1s d1ff1cu1t to make valid genera11zat1ons about attitudes
in fac111tat1ng read1ng growt:]from the ava11ab1e data since the
_ number of studies is.limited and the f1nd1ngs are, at times, con-
‘tradictory." (ATexander and Filler, 1976, p.64) The most.comp1ete
and informative source that this writer nas found has. been the IRA.

monograph.
u*. However,‘in order to update the information, two ERIC searches /.

vere vun conbining the descriptors "Miterature with attitudes® or
"attitudes (one word) 1iterature“ with the'descriptors "grade 6" andl;
"grade 12," and located eleven pertinent references of the-e]even,
;f1ve are. doctoral dissertations, one is a curr1cu1um -guide for teachers
of the "1ow 10% of senior high schoo] Jtudents," two are- quest1onna1re-
stud1es conducted by schoo] d1str1cts, one describes a "turnabout" pro-
gram_on‘]80 fourth through sixth grade pupils in a remed1a1 reading
program'in New York, one ‘is a speech given.in Ireland, and one is an
annotated bibliography. R |

~ Harwood conc1udes that "ach1°vement in reading comprehension sk11]s
appears to be s11ght1y dependent on the read1ng attitudes of boys and
-‘g1r1s at the sixth-grade level." : - a | ’

Hampton found that "read1ng aloud mitigates the deve]opment of
unfavorab]e reading att1tudes /'
In a "Like to-Read" exper1menta1 program using s1xth grade students,

Flora Fowler found the "possibility of pos1t1ve but not stat1st1ca11y

s1gn1f1cant effects of reading 1mprovement “for the exper1menta1 group



e _Shax1e Uroff recommends "remedial reading training be made
"~ available to secondary students as need is detected" and ?inds_that

"high schoo] seniors . {‘. have more favorable attitudes toward-

\
\.

read1ng than students in grades ten and eleven.'

Stan]ey Levensonsdata “support the conJecture that ab111ty
group1ng in the teach1ng of read1ng 1s .a negative pract1ce re1n-
forcing negat1ve se]f-concepts and negat1ve att1tudes toward reading."

In a paper presented to the annual meet1ng of -the Read1ng

—,u; v .o ..Association of Ireland..in.October 1977,. James Ewing commented'that
: "histor1ca11y Tess emphas1s has been put on the 1mportance of attitude
factors thatLon the sk111s of read1ng He a1so sa1d that "the
p1ann1ng of a read1ng curr1cu1um gan/bE’a1ded by the use of att1tude
ana1ys1s to learn what sh0u1d be emphas1zed in a part1cu1ar group
or among readers’ genera]]y. ’

1

Measur1ng Attitudes Toward Reading: AngAnnotated ERIC Biblio-

graphy, pub]ished in June 1977, conta1ns 30 .items concerning the .
development and use of. tests and procedures for evaluating student
attftudes toWard“reading:

Purpose of the Studx

! -~ The. purpose . of th1o study was to determlne the att1tudes
.toward read1ng of sixth and twe1fth grade students and to/compare
these. att1tudes for boys and g1r1s and for s1xth grade students
. compared to twelfth grade students. The data co]]ected:fgr this
study were also used to test the fo11owing hypothesis: i
1. There will be no significant differences in the responses.

of boys~compared to,the,responses'of girls for all studentsr

|
Co
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There will be no significant differences in the*responses ’

“of sixth‘grade“boys'compared to the responses of sixth

~grade gir1s.

- twelfth.grade. students. for'a11‘students.u_'ﬂ_M_” B

There will be no s1gn1f1cant differences in the responses

of twelfth grade boys. compared to the responses of twe]fth

»grade g1rls.

There will be no sighificaht differences in the responses
of sixth»gradevstudeuts;compared to the responses of —
There will be no s1gn1f1cant dlfferences in the responses'
of sixth grade male students compared to the responses of
twe]fth grade male students. ‘

Tnere will be no s1gn1f1cant d1fferences 1n the responses

of s1xth grade fema]e students compared to the responses

" of twelfth grade female students.{

Procedures

A survey was made ‘of 562 s1xth grade students and 359 twelfth

by Kish.

. grade students in 26 random]y se]ected schoo] d1str1cts us1ng

~the Estes Att1tudes Toward Read1gggsca1e. Students. representat1ve

of a]] students in the State were selected us1ng a c]uster samp11nq

procedure ut111z1ng a mu1t1stage samp11ng procedure as descr1bed

‘The first stage of the samp11ng procedure was based upon .

| ‘the geographica] areas of'the state, the second stageﬂwas_based

‘upon the size of schoo] d1str1cts 1n those geograph1ca1 areas,

the th1rd stage was based upon schoo]s w1th1n d1str1cts, and the -

]

f1na1 stage was class un1ts w1th1n se]ected schoo]s. Thus, the



unit df.sampling was classes of.students at both grade levels.
~Data. were’co11etted'by'sending'packets of materials 10 the

}se]ected schoo]s conta1n1ng the E=tes Att1tude Toward Read1ng

scale and en0ugh ansver. sheets for all ‘students. Adm1n1strat1on

qf the scale was done by the<r¢gu1ar c1assroom teacher following
" the instructions given with the affiﬁude scale. Tﬁeasca]e was
~administered to stﬁdénts near[the_mi&d]e of the Spring sgmeétér.

The packets were theh returng@-tdvthe authors for optiéa] scoring

of the answef sheets and diké¢t-keypunching of the feéponses fq}
computer éhéiyges: | - -
- - Analyses: R e .
: Separate analyses weré'}dn fof‘each item on the Estes Attitudes

Toward Reading scale using the FREQUENCIES and the CROSSTABS

programs from the Statistical Package for the Social Sc1ences. g

Frequenc1es and precentages of responses for each item were computed .
and chi square‘ana1yses were Hsgd to test the hypotheses. The

.05 level of significance was used.
Results: \

. The results of the tabulation of re;pdhses are presenfed in
Table 1 which jndicatés the percentage of students who:respthéd
to each option fpr each of the 20 attitude qheﬁtions. Percentagés

. are preSented for sikth Qréde boys, sixth grade girls, twelfth

grade boys, and for twelfth grade girls. Response "A" was

;
/

Kish, Leslie. SURVEY SAMPLING. - John Wiley &Soms, Inc., New York,
1965. |




"strong1y agree," "B" was "agree," "C" was undec1ded "D" was

"d15agree," and "E” was "strong]y d1sagree

i

.Insert Table 1Habout here

The chi square va1ues used to test the hypotheses compar1ng
various sub-groubs of students are presented in Table 2. Ch1 square
) analyses were computed for each of the 20 items. ‘Thus, cach ch1
. sguare is a 2x5 analysis resu1ting in 4‘degrees of freedom.
A]though the .05 Tevel of s1gn1f|cance was used\to test the null

hypotheses, s1gn1f1cance at the .01 level is also noted in the Table.

Insert Table 2 about here .

; . : /
.As can be noted in Table 2, all of the chi square va1ues used

to compare a11 boys with all g1rls were s1gn1f1cant at ﬁhe .01

1eve1 Thus, there is a s1gn1f1cant d1fference between all of the

_boys used in this study and all of the girls in att1tudes toward

_read1ng "However, at the sixth grade level-only, there were on1y

13 s1gn1f1cant d1fferences for the 20 1tems, whereas “at the twelfth -
'. grade Tevel, a11 of the differences were s1gn1f1cant Thus, there

are greater d1fferences at the twelfth grade level between boys'

and g1rls att1tudes toward reading than at the s1xth grade 1eveh

'
For the compar1sons of 'all sixth grade students compared to all- !

\
»

twelfth grade students, s1gn1f1cant d1fferences were found for
18 of the 20 compar1sons When cons1dered separate]y, 16 of the

20 comparisons were s1gn1f1cant when comparing sixth grade boys




oo , 7
to twe]fth'grade boys. - fhefe were a]so‘]6 significant differences
, when‘comparing.sixth»grade-gir]s with twelfth gradéfgir1sw~~ﬁowever,
:the jtems were different. For.Est, there Were §ignificant differences
on items 1, 2, 9 and 10. For the girls, significant differences were

found for items &, 5, 14 and 19. | |

" The analyses indicate that the majority of the hypotheses were
. rejegted in this study. >1nce 120 chi squares were computed, one
wdu]d expect around six oF these to.be significant at the .05 1eve1
by chance a1one, and 1.2 to be s1gn1f1cant at the \ 01 1eve1 by chance
a]one However, since 104 of the chi square values. were s1gn1f1cant
at the .05 1eve1, the number of" s1gn1f1cant d1fferences'1s/we11
beyond what" oneiwou1d expect by chance alone. :< : ///

/

Discussion of Results

i

Since the analyses were done separately for each item on the

Estes Attitudes TowaFd‘ReadingAsca1e, specific information pertinent

to each item was available detailing the attitudes of various sub-
groups of hespondents.f The discussion of the resuylts will consider each

item separately as ‘they appear in Tables 1 and'2. -
- \
A]though the maJor1ty of the students disagreed with the

statement that read1ng is for 1earn1ng but not for enJoymPnt '

~.

there were s1gn1f1cant1y more g1r1s strong1y d1sagree1ng with this

7

item than boys for all students. Nhen considered separatE1y.for

each grade level, it Was found tﬁat the"differenEe Pas not



significant at the sixth grade 1eve1,vbut highly s1gn1f1cant at
the twelfth grade level. When compar1ng sixth grade students w1th
PRI ay
twelfth grade students, Athe only significant d1fference was for
.g1rls. Thus, it appears that at the sixth grade level there are
no stgnificant di fferences but at the twelfth grade level girls
significantly more strong]y disagree with this item. Thus, it -
appears that most sixth‘grade students believe that.readihg can
be for both 1earning and for ehjoyment and that there is no
'change in boys' attitudes from sixth to twelfth grade, but for girls
there is a significant\change in-their 1ttitudes . ‘
There was more agrieement that money spent on books is well \“
"spent for girls than fgr boys, and this difference was greater |
at the twelfth grade 1 veT‘than at the sixth grade level. There
was greater disagreement to this statement for boys and the :
dffferencé‘between boys}_attitude at the sixth grade compared to /
the twel fth grade was not significantly different, wheréas for the
girls there was a significant change in-attitude. ‘It appears
that a greater percentage of twe]fth~grade'gir1s than sigthngrade
g1r]s feel that money Spent on books 1s ‘well spent. |
The maJor1ty of the students d1sagreed w1th the statement that
there is nodh1ng to be ga1ned from readjng books. There,was
stronger disagreement for girls than for boys:'at the twelfth
“grade level but not at the sixth grade level, and stronger d1sagree-
ment for twe]fth grade students Lompared to s1xth grade students.
Thus, there is a‘trend toward thinking that spmeth1ng can be'ga1ned '
“from reading books, and this is more préya]ent among girls than.

-,amahg boys. ' \

10




At the sixth grade Tevel there is no significant difference
between the att1tudes of boys and girls with regard to cons1der1ng ’
- books & bore. However, at the twe]fth grade level, there is signi-
ficantly more agreement to the statement that books are a bore for
boys than for girls. There was'no change from‘sdxth grade to
twelfth grade in'the responses of girls to-this item, but a signi-
\fidant]x negative change for'boys; Thus, it.appeare that sixth
grade boys ‘do not consider booke to be a bore but twelfth grade
hoys tend to have t is attitude toward books.
‘er1s consistently havela more nositive attitude toward dsing
their spare time to read than boys, and the-difference is greater'
at the twelfth grade level than at the s1xth grade 1eve1 From
the fesu1ts of ‘the stddy, it appears that ther7 1s a 1arge negat1ve
change from sixth grade to twe]fth grade for bqys whereas there
’are only s11ght changes\for g1r1s. At the s1xth grade Jevel there -
were 32a§ of the‘bo;t strong]y agreeing to thJs item, whereas
"~ only 12.6% of the twe]fth grade boys strong]y agreed to this item.
Thus, it appears that there is a strong shift: Fnay from reading
as a %art time activjty foraboys but. this tre%d:does not\appear
for gir1s . : tl- | ' { '
. There is less agreement that shar1ng books in c]a;e is a waste
of t1me for .girls than for boys, and the d1fference is stronger
at the twe1fth grade 1eve1 than at the 51xth grade 1eve1 : However,_
the maJor1ty of students at both grade 1eve1s d1sagree w1th this

item, which indicates that sharing books- in class’ ‘§s. not a waste

of time. o ' i

/
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There was stronger agreement of boys than girls to the jtem
"Reading turns me on," and strongermagreement at the sixth grade
Tevel pompared to the twe]ftm grade 1eve1. A]though it is dtff1co1t

to determine how students 1nterpreted th1s item, it appears that =
s1xth grade students were in agreement with this statement much
J/more than twelfth grade students. N\ n

There was less ddsagreement.for~gir1s than for boys to the
item that reading"is only for.grade_grubbers. Comparing sixth with{.__
twelfth gnade studetns,.theré is a definite shift from "strongly /"
disagree" nith thjs statement at the ﬁixthtgrade level to "only -'/.d
disagree" at the twelfth grade 1eveI: Thus, it appears that sixth’ :
‘grade students do not- associate reading'with gettinglgrades as
much as twe]fth grade students. Poss*b]y this is a reflection on
the relatively higher dependence on read1ng at upper orade 1eve1s.

. A greater. percentage of boys agreed with the statement that
books are not usually good enough to finish than girls, and this
--was true at both the sixth and the twelfth grade levels. There

“were significantly more girls who d1sagr d with this item at the
twe]fth grade level compared to .the s\xtjigrade \eve] but this
trend did not ‘hold for boys. The att1tudes of boys were cons1stent
at both grade levels. Thus, it appears that girls develop the.
attitude that books are good enough to f1n1sh but this att1tude
does not develep for boys. !

Girls expressed a more pos1t1ve att1tude than boys With.

regard to whether reading was rewarding. A]though the majority



‘grade was 'significant for both girls end/h;;;t\\Th

of the stﬁdents_fe]trthat reading was rewarding, there were signifi-

-cantly more boys‘diéagreeing with this statement than girls.

Thfs difference Was greater at the twelfth grade level than at
'the s1xth grade 1eve1 //There wasVa trend for girls to have a more
pOS1t1Ve att1tude toward th1s 1tem at.the twelfth grade level

than at the sixth grade 1eve1 but no s1gn1f1cant difference was

‘found for boys between s1xth and twe]fth grades. Thus, as students

progress in schoo], g1r15 find tha€ reading becomes more reward1ng
*to them, but.this trend does not appear for boys. |
There were s1gn1f1cant1y h1gher percentages of boys agree1ng

that‘read1ng becomes bor1ng,after about ‘an hour®than for g1r]s,

_ N : .
.and this attitude was more preva]ent at the sixth grade 1eve1 than at
._the twe]fth grade 1eve1 Thus, it appears that g1r15 do .not become .

. SO bored w1th reading as do boys, and th1s att1tude 1s stronger

at the twe]fth grade 1eve1. The responses to this item are consis-
tent with the nesponses'to the item that books are not usually good

enough to finishti.Gir1s‘disagheeq'with this ﬁtem more strongly

~ than boys. Gih]s are also hot'5611iﬁe1y to be‘bqred after an hour of

R

read1ng as are boys.

o~ .
The respohses to the item that boo;;\SFE‘fab long and du11
.

. are cons1stent w;th\gther-att1tude jtems dea11ng w1th_whether or

. \\ . » o . .
not. books are goqd.eﬁﬁﬁgh\te finish.and whether reading betomes .

boring after an hour or so. Boys agreed with this item significently-

'mere than girls, and‘the chahge betGEen\gjxth“grade and twelfth

ange for




boys'was'negatfve{in\that their attitudes became more negative,
&I . > \

| i
whereas there-Was%a positive change for girls in that f-wer giris

" agreed w1th th1s item at the twelfth grade Tevel.

Most students d1sadreed with the. sfatement that free- read1ng
doesn t teach much. Howeyer, at ‘the twelfth grade level there
was a higher“percentage‘oftgir1s strong]y‘disagreeing with this
statement There were significant differencee between eixth and

twe]fth grade studehts, 1nd1cat1ng that there was a chance in

att1tude of students between/these two grade’ 1eve1s toward th1nk1ng

that free readlng does teach one someth1ng. Possibly this ‘again is

a reflection on the fact that reading plays a more important rdje

Codn 1earn1ng at upper grade Tevels.

The magor1ty of students agreed that there should be more free N
time for read1ng during the school day, and there was a stronger
att1tude towards this at the sixth - grade level. At the twe]fth

grade level, girls had a stronger fee11ng for this than boys The -

compar1son of boys in the s1xth and twelfth grades 1nd1cate that

twe]fth grade boys feel that such time should not be devoted to
read1nd whereas sixth grade boys indicated that there should be

t1me for reading dur1ng the, schoo] day. - Th1s was a s1gn1f1cant

gﬁift in attitddes, whereap the differences between these two

ji]eve]s for g1r1s was not p1gn1f1cant

S1gn1f1cant1y more girls responded favorab]y to the statement
that "there are many books wh1ch I hope to read" than boys

However, 1t is 1nterest1ng to note that there was a sxgn1f1cant

| Y
gl
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djffereneezinvthehway that sixthland twelfth grade girls responded
"to this item._ At the sixth‘grade 1eve1 42% strongly agreed
whereas at the twe]fth grade 1eue1 only 32% strongly agreed There
was a s1m11ar trend for boys. As w1th other items, t.ere was a -—
stronger attitude toward reading expréssed by boys in the sixth
grade‘than in the twelfth grade. | -

The majority of,students disagreed with the statement that books
shou]d(not}be read exéept tor-c1ass requirements, with girls show%ng-___
the stronger disagreement. For boys, at the sixth grade level, there
, was a strong attitude toward this 1tem as indicated by “the 53.2% ‘.
responding "strono]y d1sagree," whereas only 2 % of twelfth. - grade .
boys - responded "strongly d1sagree. d “For g1rls, the compar1son of
" the two grade 1eve1s did not reveal such- an ‘extensive change.

There was consistent d1sagreement with the statement that "reading
is something I can do without, “\W1th g1r1s express1ng a stronger -
att1tude than boys, and for sixth grade students express1ng a
stronger att1tude than twelfth grade students. Although a h1gher
percentage of’boys than girls 1nd1cated that thev could ‘do w1thout

’read1ng, the maJor1ty of students expressed the att1tude that read1ng
nwas_someth1ng that they ;ons1der essent1a1 in the1r.]1vesf

'The responses to the item thatja certain amount of summer'
‘vacat1on should be set aside for read1ng were more norma]]y distri-
buted around the undec1ded po1nt than for any other 1tem However,

‘g1rls agreed with this item more frequent]y than boys, especially

at the twelfth grade level. However, the responses %o this item
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were not so pos1t1ve as -the responses to the item that read1ng ‘
Jis a good way to spend soare time. ' Possibly the students fee]
that th1s 1tem dealt with sett1ng aside a certain amount of time
for a schoo] re1ated read1ng program, rather than an individual
amount of time. - _ ’/
A]though most students agreed that books mage good presents,
the attitude was stronger at the sixth grade 1eve1 There was a
- s1gn1f1cant d1fference between the attitudes df sixth grade boys
and twe]fth grade boys, but the difference between these two -levels
for g1r1s was not s1gn1f1cant. Thus, the d{fference between\\
boys' and girls' attitudes increases from s1xth to twelfth grades.

/ .
As w1th most of the other attitude 1tems, a more pos1t1ve .

attitude toward read1ng wns expressed by/g1r1s than boys. The. =
.sex d1fference was greatev at the twe]fth grade level than at the
sixth grade 1eve1,_1nd1cat1ng that boys'gatt1tudes become more
~negative and gir]si .attitudes more posit%ve.

Summary, Imp11cat1ons, and Conc]us1ons

< L The purpose of this study was to determine the attitudes toward
read1ng of sixth and twe]fth grade students and-to compare these
att1tudes for boys and\g1r1s and for sixth qrade studentJ compared

V

o to twe]fth grade. students. : ) {fff f

A N/ .,
Several studies of'reading attitudes have been conducted but

"1t is: d1ff1Cu1t to make va11d genera11zat1ons[:§out attitudes
in fac11jtat1ng read1ng grow th from the ava11ab1e da%a since the
number of studies is 1imited~ahd the f1nd1ngs are; at times, con-

-tradictory." (A]exanderhand #ﬁT]er, 1976, p.64) !
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The wr ]ters of th1s study found no stud1e< that compared the
reading attitudes of boys and girls the ages‘of the children in
this study. =~ - ' \ |

Implications _ o |

\

The fact that more boys than girls feel that "Reading is some-
th1ng I can do without," “Read1ng is dull," and “Books should not
be read except for class: assignments," may mean “that we need to get
"~ more interesttng, more.relevant books td boyse- more entertaining
" bookssfewer "school books." .~ - /\ |
It is disheartening thatra,signifdtant number of boys feel that
" "hooks aren't usually good enough to finish,“ and that "reading
is not rewarding." It wou]d appear that we need easy -to-r ead
. . enjOyable books on re]evant top1cs. Young adth books shou]d meet
Cp ' this need Teachers and parents shou]d be aware of the publications
of the Nat1ona1 Counc11 of Teachers of Eng11sh and of the Amer1can
~ L1brany Assoc1at1on, espec1a11y those that coTta1n annotated
b1b11ograph1es of h1gh 1nterest easy reading| books, and books of
.qua11ty wr1tten on subJects of 1nterest to young peoo]e.
' _ '. In add1t1on to the above-named f1nd1ngs,/the fo110w1ng '
;conc1u51ons concern1ng twe]fth grade boys are a]so d1scoutag1ng

. The twe]fth grade bqys f1nd a) books bor1ngP ) read1ng 1ess re-

ward1ng than they did in sixth grade, c) books too long and dull,

d):l books do not make -good presents, e)J ‘their att1tudes
toward read1ng are becom1ng more_negat:ve, f) -+ they no longer use

e

" a large part of their'spare time to read.
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So far the f1nd1ngs have been more concerned with boys' attitudes

4 than with g1rls’att1tudes. /It may be that boys get more 1nvo1ved

/
in extra- curr1cu1ar act1v1t1es--sports, cars, clubs--=and therefore '

/
spend less t1me read1ng/or;that they have 1ess time to read because

of these activities. It may also be that there are more 1nterest1ng .

books wr1tten for and made ava11ab1e to g1rls of junior or sen1or
h1gh schoo] age. , /' : "gﬂ o ' Ql
Foo ; v _
The fo]]ow1ng f1nd1ngs of th1s study a#e encourag1ng a)

the maJor1ty of/students agree that shar1ng books in class is a

/

~valuable expernence (not a wate of time), b) the maJor1ty of

) students hava,the att1tude that reading is essential in the1r o

/

'11ves, c) g1rls'/att1tudes toward read1ng ‘become more -positive .-

between s1xth/and twelfth grades, d) most students agree that books

: make good presents, e) girls eve]op ‘the att1tude that books are

I ,/

good enough to Finish.
/ , ‘ .
In v1ew of the- f1nd1ngs, teachers might givé the Estes Att1tudes

Toward Read1ng_sca1e to students -asking them to exp1a1n or e]aborate

on the1r answers. For examp]e, statement #5 "Read1ng 'is a good way

to spend spare t1me," cou]d yield more 1nfonnat1on if the student
l7 / ‘
were asked to list in rank order f1ve good ways to spend time. Or

‘statement #6 "Shar1ng books'.n c1ass 1s a waste of t1me," cou]d be

expanded by ask1ng students to list f1ve more prof1tabln hRVS of
spending c]ass t1me and/or,to list five more prof1tab1e ways to _'

share books. (The teacher may also discover some .creative ways

. to replace book 'reports which should have_beenjrep1aced Tong»ago.{

. ;/J

- . . o K .o . . et



'd1d not -

) w111 a]so g1ve the teacher. an opportun1ty to recommend books that

. and of re]iab]e eourees, who have

“'students and their ‘reading attitude

17

N

'Statement #9, "Books aren't usually good enough to finish, " could

be more he]pfu] if students were asked to list f1ve books that .they

n1sh because’ they weren't good and/or to 11st f1ve books
that were ood enough to f1n1sh |

' Teache‘s might a]so uae the Estes Att1tudes Toward Read1ng

scale in one-to- one conferences with students at the beg1nn1ng of' |

the year. In addition to helping teachers get to know students,

! N

the scale proy1des‘a non-threaten1ng (no grades 1nvo]ved) sttuat1on
in which the teacher can explore the students' literary backgro\hd--
where he's been and where he needd'to go during the year This.x
the student m1ght enjoy. '
Conc]us1ono/

The Estes Att1tudes Toward Read1ng;sca1e can be used by teachers

both to check att1tudes and to help students deve]op an 1nterest
in read1ng U1th the 1nformat1or gathered from the scale, the
teacher can- work with students on a one- to one basis he1p1ng each
to find books that w111 be both 1nterest1ng and benef1c1a1
‘Teachers who_have a thorough Know]edge of ado]escent 11terature-
| a;intense interestgin”thejr

and interests“will find many :h

~

B ways to br1ng the r1ght book to the r1ght ch11d at the r1ght t1me.

'The resu]t w111 be more pos1t1ve att1tudes toward read1ng and more

books be1ng read.

S



TABLE 1

. PERCENTAGES OF RESPONSES FOR SIXTH GRADE BOYS SIXTH
GRADE GIRLS, TWELFTH GRADE BOYS, AND TNELFTH,QRADE GIRLS

RESPOKSES -

R
S

:e'~item Group A 8 - C D E
i. Reading is for”1eafning' 6 8oys 4.2 | 8.8 12.4| 45.6[-29.0
 but not for enjoyment. 6 Giris | 3.6 | 8.3 | 10.5| 41.9] 35.7
\ 12--Boys 4.5 8.7 | 14.7, 44,1} 28.0
12'Gir1§ 1.5 3.7 | 5.1| 44.1| 45.6
6 Boys [21.6 |46.5 | 18.4| 7.8] 5.7
- 2. Money spent on .books is 6 Girls |20.9 {48.0 |'24.5| 4.7 1.8
we11 spent : 12 Boys {13.3 152.8 | 21.7 3.7 3.5
12 Girls |18.0 {61.8 | 14.3 5.1 7
& : ] : 6 Boys | 3.2 1 4.2 6.4, 31.1} 55.1
3. There is nothing to be 6 Girls | |7 2.5 7.6 37.3] 51.8
"~ ~gained from reading books. 12 Boys 1.1 1.8 7.0 | 37.01 53.2
. . i 12 €irls | 0.0 .4 1 1.8} 29.4: 68.4
- , 6 Boys 7.1 4.6 {-17.1"} 34.2( 37.0
4. Books are a bore.: 6 Girls | 3.2 } 4.7 {'13.4 i 39.7| -39.0
: : ‘ 12 Boys : 6.3 |10.6 | 19.4 : 46.1] 17.6
12 Girls * 1.5 | 2.9 1-9.9 7 19.3| 36.4
o - R 6 Boys :32.6 {42.6 | 9.2 1 74| 8.2
‘5. Reading is a-good way to 6 Girls I43.3 £0.4 §11.2 + 3.6| ‘1.4
- spend spare time. 12 Boys j12.6 [46.7 |19.6 | 14.4| 6.7
. . 12 Gir1$i 33.1 ;5.8 9;9.? 4.0 1.1
| R o 6 Boys | 7.1 |11.0 | 20.9 ; 41.5| 19.5
6. Sharing, books in class . 6 Girls I 1.8 .18.0°120.3 ! 45.7| 24.3
is a waste of time . 12 Boys {.7.7 }12.6 |'32.3 39.3] 8.1
12 Girls § 1.8 | 4.4 | 32.0 | 51.1| 1.7
L S 6 Boys 114.2 {27.3 1319l 1107 1409
. Reading turns me on. 6 Girls ;18.4 :35.0 | 23.2 . 14.3] 3.6
s " : 12 Boys | 4.9 114.5 {32.9 | 31.1| :16.6
12 Girls § 8.8 130.5 [39.3 i16.2| 5.1
T 6 Boys' | 4.6. | 5.3 4 8.5 |32.6] 48.9
Read1ng is only for . 6 Girls | .1.4 | 2.5 [10.4 130.2| .55.4
grade grubbers. | 12 Boys | 4.3 | 6.8 |13.2 1350.7] 25.0
| 12 Girls | 0.0 { 3.3 /1 4.4 |50%0[ 42.3
v\ , 6 Boys | 7:8° . 6.7.016.7.145.0] 23.
-9, Books aren t“usually . 6Girlsy 1.8.' 9.4 ,12.3 | 48.4] 28
\ good enough to finish. 12 Boys { 6.7 9.2 '15.2 148.8] 20
: . | , 12 Girls | 0.0 ~ 3.3 6.3 |55.1] 35
e ) : Lo .
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TABLE 1 -(Cont.)

. o , 7 RESPONSES
Ttem - -t Group B C D
10. Reading is reward1ng . "6 Boys |21.4 y36.4 22.9+°12.9 .4
- to me. - . : 6 Girls21.7. 142.0( 29.7 4.0 .5
E ' : © <12 Beys .|12.7 [a44.2 | 23.0| 13.4 .7
/12 Girls|27.6 |51.8| 15.8| 4.0 | 0.7
B A - . ‘/ 6 Bgys 13.5 120.9{ 21.6| 26.6. .4
* 11. Reading becomes boring / 6 Girls| 6.1 121.2| 24.1} 32.4 .2
after about an-hour. /12 Boys |15.5 |26.8| 21.8| 30.3 6
. -0/ 1206ir1s|2.6.114.7 |. 19.1 | 45.2 4
' 3 : - 6 Boys | 9.3 |12.2| 20.8]| 40.5. .2
1z. Most books are too N 6 Girls| 4.7 9.4 19.9| -43.5 i 22.5
long and dull. /12 Boys. [11.2 121.8|-26.0| 36.5 .6
7 _ / 12 Girls| 0.4 | 8.1| 16.9| 57.7 !16.9
s / . ‘ - o
S ./ - 6Boys | 5.7 i 5.7 11.3| 4.8 .6
" 13. Free reading doesn't - . 6 Girls| 4.3 1"3.6| 10.1| .43.0 .0
- teach anything. /- - 12 Boys | 1.4 5.6] 16.1] 53.7 2
o = // | 12 6Girls| 1.1 4 0.7% 2.9| 52.2 .0
| IR . 6 Boys [41.7 | 23.0{ 18.7! 8.5 1
4. There should be more time - 6 Girls[40.8 i 28.9{ 18.4] 7.9 .0
for free reading during : 12 Boys [22.7 |.37.1} 25.5 8.4 .3
the school day. _ 12 Girls{34.6 | 38.61 16.2| 8.8 .8
‘ / - - : E _
15. There are many books _ 6 Boys 129.6 : 38,9 .13.2! 11.1..| 7.1
.. :which I hope to read. 6:Girls42.2 | 40.8] 10.1|. 470 .G
o 7 o ~ 12'Boys |12.6 | 40.5] 24.8| 16.4 .6
//' - -12 Giv15(32.0 | 51.8 9.6| .°5.5 1
” - . . ¥ .
: /o 4 6 Boys | 7.1 || 4.6{ 6.8| 23.2 .2
‘16. Books should not be read 6 Girls| 1.1 2.9 . 5.28] 24.9 3
-except for class requirements 12 Boyst| 4.2 3.91 12.3! 52.6 | 27.0.
v S 126iFs|o.a 1.5 3.3) 364 .5
L | . 6Boys | 6.8 | 5.0 12.1| -34.6 4
_17N’Read1ng is somethlng I . . 6.Girls| 2.5 4.3 - 11.6| 28.6 .9
/' can do without. 12 Boys | ¢.9.| 9.1f 21.0| 44.4 | 20.6
: : 12 Girlsi'1.8 | 3.3] 10.3| 42.67| 41.9
B S - o 6 Boys- 6.0 | 21.4l.“30.6, 18.9 ) 23.1
;- 18. A certain amount of summer” « 6 Girls{12.0 | 24.6)° 34.8] :17.8 .9
vacation should. be set as1de 12 Boys | 4.9 | 25.2]- 37.1! .18.9 .0
for readlng 12 Girls|12.9 | 43.3] 24.3; 14.7 .4
- : I - - 6Boys |16.8 i 34.31 28.2| 9.6 1
19. Books make good presents. ~6 Girls|20.3 ] 43.8;. 26.1 8.0 .8
‘ . 12 Boys | 6.6 {-34.3] 39.2; -14.0 .9
12 Girls|15.11.50.7] 25.4° ~ 6.3 | 2.6~
. LT .. .6 Boys'}| 9.9 7.31 9.5, 27.5 ¢ 45.8 .
. 20. Reading is dull. * - 6 Girls| 2.9 | . 3.7)- 8.5 30.9  54.0 °
- Co . © .. 12-Boys 111.8 | '13.2] 18.6i 37.5 { 18.9
. - 12°Girls| 0.7 | .3.7)  7.80 43.7 ) 441
Q 42jj;7 i S -
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‘TABLE 2
CHIASQUARE_VALUES,FOR VARIOUS COMPARISONS

ALL BOYS 6th BOYS  12thBOYS  ALL 6th ~ BOYS 6th  GIRLS th

—
—
m .
=

~E0 VS GIRLS VS GIRLS VS GIRLS VS 12th VS 12th ~ VS 12th
1 26.27%*%  3.05  34.50% 5.3l 1.00 © - 16.01%*
S 24 17.18%%  10.26% . 15.62¢* . 15.06%*  9.18 14.10%*
3 13.3¢%% - 7.66.  21.43%%  22.09%%  9.93*  25.12%*
4 37.10%* ' 6.59 47.12%%  20.26%*  27.83** 7.6l
5 68.99%% - 21.64%%  62.18%*  37.28%% 41.99%*  3.20
6 34.86%%  12.06*  26.15%¢  42.92%%  20.22%*  24.69**
7 59.79%* 25,00%*  50.16%* . 52.30%* 51.92%%  16.18%*
8 33.71%  9.36 39.29%%  50.62%*%  37.13%%  29.74%x
9 49.03%*  14.36%% . 48.77**  8.44 2.78 21.88%+
100 53.52%¢  21.23*%  47.59%%  10.97%  7.82 19.08%* -
11 -49.98%%  9.81%  62.73%  11.3¢x  19.20%* = 15.38*
12 67.16%*  7.46 = = 83.66%*  20.95%* 29.48%*  19.0l%*
13 28.89**  .4.84 52.12%% . 29.67%%  37.22%% . 23.37**
14 17.03%* 5.96 - 19.49%%  27.88%* 28.55%* 36
15 2l.18%% - 21.75%%  69.56%* . 31.45%*  31.77%*  9.76*
16 63.54%« " 17,78k  66.61%  42.90%% 48:17**  10.53*
17 41:56*%  11,00%  41.82%  33.15%%  31.17%% 12,39
13 54.20%¢  19.18%  47.71%%  27.07*%*  9.36* 28121%*
19-  51.47%  23.25%  38.18*  17.80%* 26.59%%  4.18 -/
_20 81.58%*  16.12%%  .82.06%*  40.50%* ' 45,80**  12.15* 7/
% Sig. at' .05 Tevel /
** Sig. at .01 level ' /
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 ATTITUDES TOWARD READING
All Levels
Kansas LEarner Needs Assessment 1977 ' Title III—IV ESEA -

DirectionS" Read the item. Select che answer chac descrlbes hov_You feel about

_the statement. Find the corresponding number of the 1ltem opn your answer sheet.

“Mark the letter of your answer on your answer sheet, PLEASE DO NOT WRITE ON THE
TEST SHEET. ' :

A =_5crong1y agree
'ﬁ = agree

Cc = undeeided - | . '
.D = disagree

"E = strongly disagree

1. Reading is for learning buc.noc for-enjoymenc.

.2. Money spent on books is well spent.

3. There is‘nochieg to be gained from reading sooks.
4. Books are a bore. |

“5.‘ Reading is a good way to spend spare Clme.
6. Sharing]books in class is a waste of tine.

7. _Reaeing curns me on.

ié; Reaéing is only for grade grubbergj‘
9. Boeké~aren'c'usualiy good ehough to finiéh. §

10, Reading is rewarding to me.’

Nvii:M"Readlng becomes borlng iﬁﬁes/about ‘an hour.

lé.' Most books. are too long and dull. R

13, Free read1;g d0eSn t teach anych1ng,

14. There should be more time for free feading during the school day
. s I

15{ There are many books uh1ch I hope to read

ié. Books should noc be read exccpc for CIass requirements,

17. Readlng is somechlng I can do w1chou—;

/. o 18. A cencain amount of summer vacat1oq bhould be set. as1de for read
‘ [

19, Books make good presents.’ ;- ' i

23 -

20 Reading i3 dwdl.’ T

. . . .
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